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promised the assistance of another medical officer, must devote much of 
his time to the iuvestigation of all the conditions which exist here. 

Very respectfully, W. F. Beunner, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M, H, 8, 
The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

U. 8, Marine- Hospital Service, 

Comparative statistics of the mortality of tTie city of Hahana for the weeks ended August 
5, August 1^, August 19, August S6, September ^, and September 9, 1897. 
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Sanitary report from Santiac/o. 

Santiago de Cuba, September 4, 1897. 
Sir : I have the honor of submitting the following report on the sani- 
tary condition of Santiago de Cuba for the week ended September 4 : 

Eighty-one deaths have been reported, of which 23 were from yellow 
fever, 3 from dysentery, 7 from tuberculosis, 10 from pernicious, 7 from 
remittent fevers, 5 from enteritis; the rest from common diseases of 
noncontagious charactr. Yellow fever is slowly increasing, and the 
cases now under treatment generally take a malignant form, ending in 
death. Dropsy from anemia is very common just now, as food is scarce 
and high in price, and almost beyond the means of the poorer classes. 
Over 2,000 people live on a five-cent dinner fare provided by charity 
kitchens, and beggars are as thick in the streets as the falling leaves are 
in the woods. 

EespectfuUy, Dr. H. S. Camineeo, 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. H. S. 
The SuPEEVisiNG Suegeon-Geneeal, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



SWITZERLAND. 

An antidote for snake biles. 

Zurich, Switzerland, July 15, 1897. 
From the weekly Scotchman I copy the following : 

At a meeting of the Edinburgh Royal Society, Prof. T. E. Fraser read a paper on 
"The antivenomous properties of the bile of serpents and other animals, and an 
explanation of the insusceptibility of animals to the poisonous action of venom intro- 
duced into the stomach. ' ' 

In his paper Professor Fraser described the results of experiments 
which he had conducted with the bile of the African cobra, the puff 



